Published 14 September 2020
Updated 30 September 2020

BACK TO BOCCIA
FAQS

Q. Do the limits on gatherings to six from 14" September apply to boccia?

A. (Updated 30 September 2020) No, if the boccia activity is organised by a club or
similar organisation and is in line with our Back to Boccia guidance. We are advising that
where more than six people attend organised boccia sessions, stay in groups of six
(socially distanced) and do not mix with other groups for the duration of the session
(excluding coaches/key volunteers providing they observe social distancing.

If you are playing boccia informally with people you do not live with, legally you must
limit the size of your group to six.

Q. Why does our club need a Covid-19 Officer?

A. A Covid-19 Officer is required to ensure that your club return to regular boccia training
sessions in a safe and Covid-secure way, in line with guidance from National/ Local
Government and Boccia England. This is to ensure the safety of all members at your club.

Q. Is there any training available to help?

A. (Updated link with further information) Yes. The Chartered Institute for the
Management of Sport and Physical Activity (CIMSPA) have developed the ReActivate; a
free online training platform which has been designed to equip anyone working or
volunteering in the sport, fitness, leisure and physical activity sector in England with the
knowledge and skills they need to confidently return to work or restart their coaching
activity. ReActivate will be free to use until 2021 for anyone working or volunteering in
the sport and physical activity sector in England. To register your details please visit:
https://prozone.futurefit.co.uk/bocciaengland/plans/1207 Upon log in you will be asked
to complete some personal details and once you have done this you will be directed to
your main dashboard. There is a wide range of information to access and we suggest
looking at training within ‘Look after your participants’ and ‘General health and safety’.
Reactivate includes a lot of content for anyone to access so please take time to have a
look at what is available.


https://prozone.futurefit.co.uk/bocciaengland/plans/1207

Q. What is the process for reporting a case?

A. If members develop any coronavirus symptoms (a new continuous cough, a high
temperature or loss/change of sense of smell or taste) within 14 days of attending a
boccia session, they should notify the club’s Covid-19 Officer immediately. The individual
should seek a test promptly and follow the NHS Track and Trace procedure
(https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/).

In the event of a member of your club testing positive for coronavirus, the club’s Covid-
19 Officer should contact everyone who attended that session to advise them that an
individual within the group has tested positive and that they should self-isolate for 14
days. They should also report the case to Boccia England by emailing
covid@bocciaengland.org.uk

Q. What must affiliated clubs do to ensure they are covered by their Boccia England
member insurance?

A. Clubs must follow government and Boccia England guidance to remain covered.

Q. Is the coronavirus covered under the Boccia England membership insurance?

A. There is no cover for contracting the coronavirus due to the challenges of pinpointing
when and where it was transmitted. Affiliated clubs following Boccia England guidance
will receive assistance from our insurers should a claim be raised against a club.

Q. What if clubs cannot get stocks of hand sanitiser for all members — can members
bring their own?

A. Clubs need to follow public health guidance for hygiene and hand sanitiser should be
available. We recommend that clubs provide hand sanitiser particularly for volunteers.
Clubs can ask members to bring their own, but they will need to clearly communicate this
at the time of booking and log all decisions in the risk assessment.

Q. Why hasn’t my club reopened?

A. Please be patient while clubs take the time to work through the guidance to be
confident that they can safely restart activity. Clubs will also be reliant on venues opening
and will need time to liaise and work to their guidelines too. Each club will need to make
their own assessment based on their circumstances.

Q. Can | attend another club session as my club has not reopened?
A. Players are advised to attend their own boccia club and not to travel a different boccia
club unless an agreement has been made between the clubs. First of all, please be
mindful that each club that opens may need to restrict activity to their own members due
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https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/

to social distancing measures. Furthermore, players should only attend their local club to
reduce pressure on the transport infrastructure and prevent the spread of Coronavirus.

Q. Is coaching activity allowed?

A. Yes, coaching activity is allowed. When coaching, coaches should follow Boccia
England’s On Court Training guidance to ensure the safety all those involved and prevent
the spread of coronavirus.

Q. How many people can | take with me to my club session?

A. Boccia players should be accompanied to session by only one parent/ guardian or
personal assistant unless they require more than one individual due to personal
circumstances. If a player requires more than one more than one parent/guardian or
personal assistant to accompany them to sessions, then the club lead should be notified
in advance.

Q. Are we allowed to have competitions with other clubs?

A. No. Boccia clubs are not currently permitted to organise or play in competitions with
other clubs. The guidance produced only refers to clubs returning to safe sessions. Boccia
England will be publishing competition guidance in due course.

Q. Can players still attend a session if they do not own their own boccia balls or
other equipment?

A. Yes, if sharing of equipment cannot be avoided then this is permitted. Consider
additional and more frequent cleaning of equipment as per the guidance (see section
‘Cleaning and Hygiene’).

Q. What happens if an individual is not following the guidelines?

A. Clubs should communicate Boccia England’s Back to Boccia guidelines to all members
before sessions. If any member chooses to ignore the guidance, the club should provide
them with a warning. If they continue to ignore the guidance, clubs can suspend any
members from future sessions.

Q. What happens if a club does not follow the Back to boccia Guidance?

A. If a club does not follow Boccia England’s Back to Boccia guidance before, during or
after boccia sessions, they may find that their insurance cover invalidated. Furthermore,
by not following Boccia England’s Back to Boccia guidance, clubs will be putting the
health of their members at risk.



Q. Our club meets at a community hall. How is this different from a sports centre?
A. All public facilities will have their own Covid-19 guidelines around the use of their
facility. It is important that you are familiar with the guidance for the venue that you use
and adapt your risk assessment accordingly to ensure that you can provide a safe and
enjoyable experience for your members.

Q. Who should I contact if | have any questions or would like further information
about Boccia England’s Back to boccia Guidance?

If you have any further questions about the information above or in the Back to Boccia
guidance, please contact George Bollands, Development Officer (Club & Safeguarding),
via gbollands@bocciaengland.org.uk / 07809 336 321



