
Panathlon SEN Swim Gala’s
- Primary

- Secondary

- Impairment specific

- Special Schools 

A team based gala consisting of a variety of races

and challenges. From 10m freestyle activity, with floats and ‘push and glide’, 

to non-swimming activities such as a treasure hunt and raft races to help build water 

confidence.

“Panathlon has helped us put swimming back on the 

map at the school and the gala’s have such a level 

playing field” 

Rossetta School, Newham London

www.panathlon.com

http://www.panathlon.com/
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➢ Enables children to have improved 

swim experiences and first-time 

experiences in a 25m pool.

➢ 35% of the participants enjoying being 

in a pool for the first time event.

➢ The gala links with the ‘Personal 

Development’ section under the Ofsted 

framework. Active Citizens – Equality &

Diversity, Developing Character through cooperation, Good Health and Wellbeing, resilience 

and confidence are all aspects of the gala structure.

http://www.panathlon.com/
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“Panathlon swimming galas provide a fantastic opportunity to compete against other schools, 

the programme is well designed so disabled pupils of similar ability compete against each 

other.

“Swimming is part of the Department of Education’s desire to improve standards and this 

gala structure at all ability levels challenges pupils and makes them strive to get better. 

Without Panathlon swimming competitions, many children in North Yorkshire with SEND 

would not get the opportunity to participate and to also compete at regional levels.”

Fran Nicholl, Inclusion lead for North Yorkshire:

“The kids in our autism base swim every other week but they have 

never done any competition. It’s brilliant – it’s just the best thing! The 

variety of activities is fantastic. People forget that even though they’re 

SEN, they still love competition. The teamwork and social elements are 

also crucial.”

Anne-Marie Ormondy, PE teacher at Sacred Heart Primary in 

Wandsworth
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